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EmiotoA EAA@dac otov OHE yua Touvpkia:
«AVUTIOOTATEG Ol ALTIACELG YL TA VNOLA TOL

Awyaiov»
/ EmkaipéTnTQa

Mg em1IOTOAR TNG MPOG TOV Y.Yy. Tob OHE, Avtovio NKouTépEg, N
AOAva amodopel TIC pOVOMEPEIC atTiagel TNG TovpkKiag yia Ta
vnowd touv Awyaiov, HE a@OPMNA OTL TIC TEAEVLTAIEC NMUEPEC N
Aykupa €XEl KALMAKWOEL TNV €VTACN AMEVAVTL OTN WPEA HOC, HE
TIC TMaPABLACEI TOUL EVAEPLOV YXWPOL aAAA KAl  TIG
“eEePELVAOELG” oTO Alyaio.

2TNV EMOTOAR ava@EPETALl METAED AAAWY OTL Ol TOupKLKOo( LoyvpLlopol amoteAODY
véa €EEALEN TOL LTOVOPEDEL cOPBapd TNV TEPLPEPELOKN ELprivn Kal Tn oTtabepdTnTA.
Xapaktnpifovtol «VOuULKE, LOTOPLKA Kal TPAYUATOAOYIKA a0TAPLKTOL» OL TOLPKLKO(
oxvplopol 6Tl n €AANVIKA Kuplapxia ota vnold Touv avaToAlkol Awyaiov eival
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€EapTNUEVN A0 TNV AMOCTPATLWTLKOMO(NOA TOUG.

H AGAQva Ttovilel 0TI OAa Ta vnold Sta@éTtouvv MARPN SIKALWHATA O OAEC TIG
O0aAdooleC CWVEC XWPIC TNV MAPAMUIKPH VOULKHA apu@elofATNnoNn. EMIKaAsiTal
H@Alota 600 VOoMiIkéG LMOBOécelc mouv €xouv KpPLBei amd TO ALEOVEg
AlkaoTApPLo TNG Xayng, N pla HETaED T™NG Kapumoting kat tTnG TaiAavéng kat
n 6g0tepn peTagd TNG ALBONG KatL Tov Toavt.

Ooca ava@épeL n EMIOTOAR

2tnv €moTtoAn Ttovifetal 6Tl oOUPWvVA PE TO AleBvéc Alkato, 6tL éTav T KPATN
ouvouoAoyoDV Ml oguvBrkn mouv opifel obvopa N edaglkry Kuplapxia, o Baolkdg
OKOTOG TOuG €lval va emTtOYoLY oTaBepdTNTA KOl TeEAKO Kabeotwg (finality). MNa
Tov A0yo autd, 6tav ua ouvlrikn opllel €va oOVOPO 1 ML OPLOTIKA €daPLKA
dlevBETNOoN, autA n dlevBétnon amoteAel Eva MPAYUATIKO YEYOVOG amd Udvo Tov,
To omnoio dev eEapTaTal MAEov and TNV cuvOrKnN.

O opLop6C €vdC oLvopoL ATOTEAEL ML LTOVOUN TIPAYHUATIKOTNTA Kol dnulovpyel
poviudéTnTOA.

AvTIBéTWG, TovileTal otnv €mOTOAN TNG EAANVIdag Movipov AvTimpoowtov, ol
TOUPKLKEG HOVOUEPEIC QLTIACELG LTIOVOPEDOLY AVAPAVOOY TNV TEPLPEPELOK ELPrivN
Kal 0OQAAELQL.

MNapdAAnAa, ToviCeTal 6TL Ta vNoLd avTd, cOUPWYVA UE TLC OXETLKEC TTPORBAEYELC TNG
20pBaong tov OHE yua 1o Alkalo tTng ©dAaocoag (dpbpo 121 (2), €xouv dHLKULWUAT
o€ XWPLKAE 080T, AMOKAELGTIKH OlKOVOULKA CWvn Kat beaAokpnmida.

210 nAaiolo avtd, N EAAGDa amopplnTel 0TO GUVOAO TOLC, TIC OXETIKEC QLTIAOELG
™™Nn¢ Toupkiacg.

H emotoAn eniong amopp(nTtel 0TO OOVOAO TOUG TLG TOUPKLKEC ALTLAOELG OXETIKE JE
TNV anooTpaTtikonolnon Twv vnolwyv tou Atyaiov, vroypapuifovtag 6Tl oL aLTLAOELS
QUTEG, OL omoie¢ Oev OTEKOLV VOULKA, aAAd €xouvv KabBapd TOALTIKA KivnTpa,
TPOPOOOTOUY £TL MEPALTEPW TNV 0TAOsLa IOV MPOKAAEL N TovpKla UE TLG EVEPYELEC

™ngG.



Eniong, yivetar ocaeri¢ avagopd oTNV KAWPAKWON TNG EMOETIKOTNTAC TNG
Toupkiag, ye TNV enikAnon tou casus belli, KABWC Kal TNV OTABUELON £vAVTL TWY
VNoLwv Tou Atyaiov, HEYEAOL aPLOUOD OTPATIWTIKWY OLVALEWV.

MNoapdAAnAa emonuaiveTal n napafatikl cuunepleopd tng Touvpkiag pe Wlaitepa
QAMEIANTIKEG EVEPYELEG, TOOO PE TLC UTIEPTITATELG EAANVIKOD £dd@ouc, 600 Kal PE TNV
nopevéxAnaon mAolwv tov MoAgULkod NOLTLKOU Kal EPELVNTIKWY OKAPWV.

H emotoAn KataAnyel Aéyovtag 6Tl n EAAGSa kKaAel tnv Tovpkia va OTAPATACEL v
apeloBntel TNV Kuplapyla enl Twv vnowwv touv Atyaiov, va amExel and TNV amelAn
xpnong Blog, nmapaBialovtac €tol to &pbpo 2(4) tou Xdptn ov OHE, kot va
OTOMOTAOEL va TpayuaTomnolel mapdvopeg evépyeleg, ol omolec mapoafidfouv TNV
Kuplapxla Kal Ta KupLopylK& Owkolwpoata TNG EAAGSaC oto Awyalo kot otnv
AvaTtoAlkn Meadyelo.

OL TPAKTIKEC QULTEG, oL omolec vmodnAwvouvvy €va TveDHa ovaBewpnTIOUOD,
Bplokovtol TeAElWC EKTOC TOL BaolkoD TMAXLO{OL TWVY OXECEWY PHETAED TWV KPATWVY,
onwc¢ opifeL o Xaptng touv OHE, kat anmoteAolv coBapr amelAn ylwa Thv £LpAvn Kot
TNV a0PEAELD OTNV TIEPLOXN.

TéNoOg, emonuaiveTal 6Tl n EAAGOQ mapauével memelopévn OTL ol 800 XWPEEQ
MITopolV va €mAOCOLUY TNV Hovadlkhl Toug Odlagopd, ATOL TOV O0PLWOUO TNG
YpaAokpnmidag kat TNG AMOKAELOTIKAC OlKOVOULKAGC Zwvng, 0To mAaiolo Twv
oxX€0ewVv KaAAC yeltTtoviag Kot mdvta atn Bdon touv AleBvolc Alkaiov.

OL IPOKANTLKEG EVEPYELEG

E{val xapaktnploTikd 6Tl X0, TO UIKPO TOUPKLKO £peubvnTIlKO «MoLVOUC» EMAELOE
€v MEow Tou Awyaiov ywa va Eeklvrjosl dpaotnpétnTeC HeETAEL AEoBovu, Xiov Kat
Aquvou, €nelta and €kdoon Kot oXeTlkAG NAVTEX. MapdAAnAa, to Bpddu NG
Tpltng 800 TovpKLKA F-16 méTagav navw amnd Tic Owobooeg Kat TNV Moavayid.

‘Evtovn Atav Kat n avtidpaon tov Tovpkouv Mpoédpov Petlénm Tayim Epvtoydv pe
a@opun tTnv eniokeyn Tov mpwbumnovpyol Kupltdkov Mntootdkn oti¢ HMA Kot Tnv
oMtA{a Tov oto Koykpéoo.

XBeg, 0 K. MNTOOTAKNG AMECTEIAE UAVLHUA LE TTIOAAOUC amodEKTEC and To MNMayKOaLo
Owkovoulké ®d6povu oto Ntafog, dnAwvovtag OTL apevdc n EAAGSa kpaTtdel
avoLYToOC TouC OwabAovg emkolwwviag, aeetépov OTL O6ev Ba dlotdoel va
vnepacmotel TNV Kuplapxia TNG EAAEGDOC KOl T KUPLOPXLKE OKALWUATA TNG

XWPOG.

A6 TN pePLd TNG N Kouwaldv tévioe 6t n E.E. anattel oeBaoud yla Toug NYETEC Kal



TA KPATN-PHEAN TNG KoL TG 6ev XpeldleTal ampOKANTN KOl EUMPENOTLKA PNTOPLKA

avtr} Tnv neplodo.

ErmumAéov, o vmouvpydéc EEwTepikwv Nikoc Aévdlag emeorjpave otov skai.gr 6TL n
Toupkia emPBeBalwvel TNV €AANVLKA EmxelpnuatoAoyia mepl emBeTikOTNTAG €K
MEpOUC TNG Aykuvpag: “H ovumepwpopd TNG Toupkiag amoteAel TNV améAvtn
TeKUNPIWON TWVY EAANVIKWY ETILXELPNUATWY, TIEPL TOL YEYOVOTOC OTL ATELAODUAOTE,
4TL To casus belli evavtiov Tnc EAMGSac &ev elval Kevd meplexopévou Kat OTL N
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Rel. No. 401 1E4/AS 1487
Mew York, 25 May 2022
Excellency,

With reference fo the letier dated 30 September 2021 (A/TAA79-5/202 1/841), from the
Permanenl Representative of Turkey o the United Mations to your Excellency, and farther o
my letter dated 27 July 2021 (AT 8976-57202 | /684) in response 1o the lecter dased | 3 July 2021
(AT 9615202 1/651) from the Pesmanen Representative of Turkey, also addressed to your
Excellency, we wish to bring o your attention the following

1 Gresce rejects in their entirety all the arguments contained (n Turkey's letier of 30
September 2021, which bear & distinzt similarity to those contained in its previows boeer of 13
July 2021, as legally, historically and factually untenable. In this respect, we would like ta
redterate the Cireek position, as put forward in oor letter of 37 July 2021

2, Turkey, in its letter of 30 Szptember 2021, advances once again the argement that

".. Greeee's soverelgnty over the islands in the Eastern Aegean] was and remains dependen
upon demibiterization”. Likewise, Turkey claims that “By milianzing the [Aegean] istands in
question, Gireece has forfeited its right 1o sssert the opposability to Tuskey of the treaties
mentioned above [ 1923 Lausanne Peace Treaty and 1947 Paris Treaty] and the rights which it
clalms to derive from them"

3 Turkey's two letiers represes a bew development in relstion o the alleged differences
which Turkey claims to exist botween Crecce and Turkey concerming the Acpesn and the
Eastemn Mediterrancan. Turkey's positios is tmntumomnt to calling imto question Greece's
sovereignty over the istands, islets and rocks in the Acgean which was definitely attributed to
Umeece by the Lawsanne Peace Treaty of 1923 and the Paris Peace Treaty of 1947, This
coniention s clearly in breach wath the better and the spirit of these Peace Treaties, whose mam
objective was 1o estoblish permapent boundarics and temritorial legal thies to the States
concerned, withoul conditioning them on any other obligations, and these new Tuarkish claims
seriously undermine regional pesce amd stability

4 It is firndy emablished under inicmational law that when States conchade treatics
establishing bourdarses or ierritorisl sovereignty, their primary objective “is 1o schieve stability
and finplity” (Case concerning the Temply of Preah Fihear (Combodia v. Thatland), Merirs,
Jicdgment of 15 June |962; LC.JF Reports '962, p. 34). And this is the reason why once a treaty

1 permanenoe which the treaty itselll doed not necessarily enjoy”™ { Tervitorial Dispute (Libyan
Arab Somakirtpe'Chad), Judgoens, [OCJ Reports [994, p. 3T, paras. 72-73)

Epvtoyav vywa tnv Boép:sla

Tnv Av. Meogoyelo
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urisprudenee.

. Irv its letter of 30 September 2021, Turkey seems to imply again, as it was armticulated in
its letter of 13 Suly 2021, that, because Grecee has allegedly violated the demilitarization
provisions of the ahove-mentioned treaties, it is not entitled to rely on its temitorial legal titles
to the Acgean islands in the process of o maritime delimitathon.

T Giresce, rejectimp once agaim this legally invalid arpument, would like to wnderline that
the entitiement to maritime areas is inkerent (o territorial sovereignty, which means that all of
the above Creek islands have the right to a territorial seu, an exclusive economic zone and a
continental shelf in accordance with amicle 121 (2) of the UNCLOS, Therefore, as the
sovergignty of Greece over the said islands is legally undisputed, their entitlement to maritime
#ones and their effect on maritime delimitation has no connection whatsoever with the issoe of
their demilitarization under the said Peace Treaties.

8, Greece once agnin rejects all of the Turkish arguments with respect o the 1936
Montreux Convention regarding the Régime of the Straits. This Convention, as was clearly
explained in our letter of 27 July 2021, abrogated the 1923 Lausanne Convention relating 1o the
Régime of the Swraits, along with the demilitarization provisions of the latter conceming the
Cireek islands of Lemnos and Samothrace. This clearly derives not only from the Preamble of
the Montreus: Convention but alse from the formal declarations of Turkish High Officials in
this respoct, Turkey, in its letter, tries to diminish the importance and the legal effect of these
declarations, and in particular those of the then Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs, T. R. Aras,
before the Turkish Mational Assembly in Ankara, oa 31 July 1936, at the time of the ratification
of the Montreux Convention, by which he formally confirmed (without any objection 1o the
contrary from the Turkish National Assambly) that Greece is under no obligation to keep the
Cireek iglands of Lemnos and Samothrace demilitarized. Greece recalls, in this respect, that it
is well established in international law that even unilateral acts of a Smic, actmg alone and
expressing its will, may produce binding bepal effects in internationa] law; see, &.g., Muclear
Tests {Auatralio v. France), (New Zealand v, France), Judgminss, [C.J Reparis 1074, p. 264,
para. 50 and p. 472, para, 46; also Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo (New
Application © 2002) (Democratic Republic of the Conge v. Rwanda). Jurisdiction and
Adwissibility, Judgment, L C.J Reports 2006, p. 27, para. 45; Obligation to Negotiate Access fo
the Pacific Ocean (Bolfvia v. Chile), Judgment, 1 C.J. Reporis 2018, pp. 554-555, para, 146)

Ini lime with the criteria set out in the IC) case-law, the aforementioned Turkish declurations
constitute a legally binding commitment of Turkey. The case-law of the IC) that Turkey cites
in this respeet is tdally irrelevant here, and its arguments that the above islands should remaia
demilitanzed are erroneous and devold of any legsl basis,



L0210, = lotoily ireekevinl ond inapglicable (o tus instance, since, among othér consuberations,
the demilitarization provision of the 1947 Treaty is not part of a legal regime on demilitarization
{im contrast to the provision in the 1856 Convention) but is & separate and ancillary provision
in the 1947 Treaty, Furthermore, the provisions of the 1947 Treaty, including those relating to
demilitasization, are res inter alior acta snd cannot be invoked by Turkey, which is not a party
o that Treaty. This is also confirmed by Article 89 of the 1947 Treaty, acconding to which its
provisions shall not confer any rights and benefits on States that are not parties to it,

0. Greece has explained time and again the errors and fallacies in Turkey's arpuments
reganding the above issuss, Greece hivs done 8o both bilaterully and in various intemational fora,
including the United Mations. Turkey, nevertheless, persists in presenting such untenable
positions allegedly anchored in intermationnl law in order to serve ils own polition] purposes.
The fact that Turkey ™. urges other States Paries to the said treaties to invite Greece to comply
with the provisions of those treatics™ once again confirms Turkey's persistent practice of rafsing
issues lacking any legal basis, 3 practice that adds to the instability that this country causes by
18 aCtions.

1. Furthermore, it must be recalled that Turkey has in recent years increased to worrying
proportions its military arsenal. a big pant of which is positioned opposite the Greek izlands in
an olfensive posture. Moreover, Turkey has not hesitaed to make serious and solemn threats
of the use of armed force against Greece (casus belfl), including in & resolution adopiec on June
8, 1995 by the Turkish National Assembly.

1z These statements on the use of foree are coupled with haressment of Greek naval units
and scientific research vessels hicenced by Gireece in disregand of the safety of seafurers, as webl
as with highly threatening scts by Turkey, including repeated overflights of Greek territory by
fighter jets in contravention to international law. In this respect it should also be noted that
article |3 of the Lausanne Treaty expressly provides that “{wlith a view o enscring the
maintenance of peace || the Torkish Government will forbid their military aircraft o fly over
the said [Mytilene, Chios, Samos snd MNikaria] islands™.

In light of the above, Greece solemnly calls upon Turkey to stop questioning Greece's
sovercignty over it Avgean islands, in particular through legally baseless and hisorically false
assertsons, o abstain from threatening Creece with war in case it extends its termitonal waters
bevond the present width of 6 num., i full contravention of Article 2, paragraph 4 of the UN
Charter, and to refrain from illegal activities in violation of Greece's sovereignty and sovereign
rights in the Aegean and Eastern Meditermancan, Such practices by Turkcey, in addition to
betraying adherence io a revisionist menizlity totally disconnected from the basic principles
governing relations between States, ag reflectad in the LN Charter, pose a serious threat io peace
and stabdlity in the broader region.

Lastly, Greece continues to firmly believe that the two countries can resolve their
outstanding difference, namely the delimitation of their continental shelves and exclusive
economic zones, in a spirit of good-neighbourly relations and in accordance with international
law, Greece calls upon Turkey to also commit to the peacefil settlement of this difference.

I would be grateful if vou would have the present letter circulated as a document of the
General Assembly, under agenda item T8 () and of the Security Council and have it published
on the website of the Division for the Ocean Affairs and the Law of the See, as well as in the

next edition of the Law of the Sea Bulletin.

Maria Theofili
Ambassador
Permanent Representative



ErmotoAr npoc tov OHE

Me nAnpogopiec and AME MME, SKAI, KATHIMERINI


https://www.orthodoxianewsagency.gr/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Επιστολή-προς-τον-ΟΗΕ.pdf

