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PM Participates in Ceremonial Land Gift to
Georgia near River Jordan

“Today, a piece of land has been officially transferred to us, where we will build a
center of Georgian culture. It must be a day all Georgians have been dreaming
about because we Georgians are returning to the Holy Land after 300 years of
absence,” Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili told the press near the River
Jordan, in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

Garibashvili, joined by Prince Ghazi of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
participated in the official ceremony of transferring to Georgia a piece of land near
the place of the Savior’'s baptism in the River Jordan.

The Prime Minister unveiled a memorial stone with the signatures of the Catholicos-
Patriarch of All-Georgia llia Il and Irakli Garibashvili.

The Prime Minister thanked Prince Ghazi for transferring the land to Georgia. The
Head of Government pointed to Prince Ghazi’'s decisive contribution to the final
decision, a fact Georgia deeply appreciates.

“Let me reiterate the enormous contribution of King Abdullah II, Prince Ghazi, the
Patriarch of Jerusalem, our Patriarch, and our Government. We have all worked
hard to ensure today’s historic event we are witnessing now. Once again, |
congratulate every Georgian, every Orthodox Christian, on this far-reaching



achievement, and | once again express gratitude to the King of Jordan and
everyone involved in this cause. As for our concept, we will launch active work, and
the Patriarchate and the National Museum will be engaged. The Ministry of Culture
will receive necessary instructions, so that we may start working together, and the
concept will be finalized very soon. | want us to start building very soon. And we
will do everything to make sure that the concept is agreed on in a timely manner.
Of course, we will introduce this project to the public, and then construction work
will kick off,” Garibashvili said.
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To His Majesty,
King Abxdullah II of Jordan
Your Majesy,

We greet you with geeat rexpect and love, and implare the Almighiy God that He might grant
you and your family well being and funber fucoes

We write this letver with a sense of deep gratitude.

Yow have fulfilled your royal word amd made your wish, which you expressed when we met
with each other sboer 10 years ago, o realiny. b was your promise regarding a besiowal of a
plog off land b0 ws. This sct has given grear joy to our whale naton.

The two thousand -year-old hastory of Christian hife of Georgis, which resritarially i s small
s [osdun, has been wrimen in blood, shed 1o defend our faich in the Saviour.

Lam century, the Wkyer-old atheia regime pred o toally erad aparicualkicy here.
bust omr country and our Chusch hawe endumed everything, they have survived, and ioday they
wtendfwaly stand and develop.

For the Geongan people and, narwrally, for the Church of Georgia, the Holy Land has always
been o dream place and thorelore we bad had many wacred sbodes there, which we. evennully.
complerely bon due 1o the omes of misformne.
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