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ApeptkAG EATIS0@OpOG: FéEpupa HE TO MAPEAOOVY n
avolkodopunon tovu I.N. Ay. NikoAaov Mavyatav

Owkovpevikd Matplapyeio / Apyxteniokonr] APEPLKAC

Z2To TmAaiolo TOL 460V KAnplkoAaikoD Zvvedbpiov TNG
ApYlemIOKOTAC AMEPLKAG OV Oa EeklVAOEeL oTIC 3 lovAiov Kat
0a oAOKANPWOsel oTic 7 lovAiov 2022 otn Néa Yopkn pe Oéupa
«KAnpovouid, Avavéwon, Evéotnta», o ApxlemiokoTmog AMEPLKAG
K. EAII80@Opoc avagépOnke ota eykaivia tov lepod Naod Ayiov
NikoAdov oto Mavyatav TnG Néag YopkncG.

Tnc ZBetAdva NeB(ToKL

“Mua amd TIGC HEYAAEG KANPOVOULEG TOL MAPEABSVTOC €lval N MOADTLUN EKKANola Tou
Aylov NikoAdouv mouv Bpiokdtav otnv 066 Cedar - éva ULKPOOKOTILKO TMVELPATIKO
vnol niotng otn péon puag tapayuévng 8dAacoac eumnopiov Kat Brounyaviag.


/srv/www/orthodoxianewsagency.gr/cat=25
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Auto TO ZofPBatokOpLako elval Ta eykaivia TOL AVAKATAOKELAOMEVOL EBviIKOL
Nao0 touv Ayiov NikoAdou. Avtn n e€atpeTikrl Alakovia TnG EkkKAnolag pog oyt uévo
TG TO MOPEABSOY pog, aAAd B€tel emiong €vav véo vynAd mAXN Yo Tn d€ouevon
™N¢ EkkAnoiag pag oe €Bvikd enimedo.

H EAAnvky OpB6doEn EkkAnoia kat o EBvikdéc Nadc tou Ayiov NikoAdov oTO
MNaykoouo Kévtpo Eunoplov amoteAel tTn dAAwaon Miotng Kat I6ayévelag mov mpEmMeLl
va 6el 6AoC 0 KOOUOG", LTIOYPAPULOE XAPOKTNPLOTIKA 0 ZERACULTATOC HMIAWVTOC
oTLG 2 lovAlov oTto EBVIKS ZuvEdpLlo NEwv EvnAlKwv.

Agite to Bilvteo pe TNV OMAlx TOL ZeBaoulwTdTov EAQ

NapoaKdATwW MMOPEiTE va OLafAoETE MEPLKA OAMOOTMACHOATA aTIO
TNV OMIAia TOV ZeBACHIWTATOL:

* 100 xpovia TnG ApXLEMLOKOTING AMEPLKAG

“EKatéd ypovia! Evag alwvag akoOyeTal TMOADG Kalpdg, oAA& moAAol amd eudg
Exovpe yvwploel avBpwmiovg mov €xouvv Cnoel ekatd xpovia 1} TOULAGYLOTOV
nAnoldlouv ta 100. M «yevid» Bewpeital yevikd oTtL €lval petagd e€lkool Kot
TPWAVTA ETWVY - MOL onuaivel 6Tl N lepd ApyLeTloKom HaG €xeL el Tpla WG TMEVTE
YEVEWVY EVOERWV TLOTWV.

MoAAol ApBav katevBelav and tnv EAAGSa kot TNy KiOmpo Kat dAAa pépn, Kot oAAol
AAAoL yevwnOnkav oe avtd ta pépn. AAAG olyovpa bev elpaote 1600 pakpLd amd
TOUG WOPLTEC TWYV EKKANCLWY KOl TWVY EVOPLOY TWY HYWHEVWY TOALTELWVY.

AuTé onuaivel 6tL N KAnpovould - to BgpéAlo mdvw oto onoio €xeL olkodounbel n
EKKANOLOOTIKA Hag Cwh - elvat mo mpdéopatn amnd 6,Tt 6a PMopoloaUE va
TILOTEWPOLHE APYLKE.

OL apnyAoEeL TWY MPWTONépwWY Hag, atoug omolovug meptAauBdvovtat moAAol amnd
TOuG Tmammo0deC Kal TG ylaylddeg Kal Toug TpomanmoldeC oag, slval akoOua
nMPooBa&aotueg”.

®* Ta eykaivia tou I. N. Aylov NikoAd&ov

“Mia amd TIC HEYAAEG KANPOVOULEC TOL aPeEABSVTOC €lval N MOADTLUN EKKANo{a Tou
Ayl{ov NikoAdouv mouv Bplokdtav otnv 066 Cedar - éva PLKPOOKOTILKO TVELPATLKO
vnol mlotng otn péon Pag Tapayuévng 6dAacoag eunopiov Kat Blopnyaviag.

Auté TO ZoBBatoklOpLako elval Ta €ykaivia TOLU OVAKATOOKELAGHEVOL EBVIKOD


https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=398417962263782

Nao0 touv Ayiov NikoAdou. Avtn n e€atpetikr Alakovia tTnG EKKAnolag pag oyt poévo
TIMA TO MOPEABOY pag, aAAd BETel enlong évav véo vynAd mrixn ywa tn 6é0uEvon
™NG EKKANnoilag pag og €Bviké emninedo.

H EAAnvky OpB06doEn EkkAnoia kat o EBvikdc Nadc tou Ayiov NikoAdov OTO
MNaykéouo Kévtpo Epnopiov amnoteAel tn 6AAwon MNiotng Kot 1Bayévelag mov mpEmeL
va del 6Ao¢ o0 KOopoG. Elval n emavevodpkwaon (av UMopw va XPNOLUOTOLoW oLTH
™ epdaon) TNG ekKANClag mov X&dnke Tpaylkd pe téoec Cweg tnv 11n ZenteuPBpiov.

* H avolkoddépnon tov vaoL amoTeAel Yépupa PE TO MapeABSOY

“O lepdg Nadg Ayiov NikoAdouv - uia oOyxpovn Bulavtivy EKKAncia oL LYPWVETAL
otnv 060 EAcvBeplag pe to (60 pdpuapo mov Koopel Tov Mapbevwva Twv ABNVWY -
elvat évac a&loc dLadoyoc Touv mpokaTtdYov Tov oTnv 066 Cedar.

AmoteAel pla yépupa METAED TNG WOTOoplaC TWv METOVAOTWY, N omola elval
BePEALWONC Yia TOoEC TMOAAEC amd TIC EkkAnoleg pag otnv Apeplkr, KaBwe Kat yla
T endueva ekatd Ypodévia TNG APXLEMOKOTAC Mag. Eival pla wotopla mouv Oa
agpnynBeite otn dudpkela t™NG CWAC 00C WG M yvAolwa eumelpla tng Ayliag
0OpBb6doENC MiotNG pog - pLa mioTn mov TWwpa ekTeliveTal oe 800 XIALADEC xpdvla Kat
EXEL eLlo€EABeL oTnv Tpltn XAtetia tng”.

* To KANPpLKOAQIKS ZuvEDPLO €vac TOTOC AVAVEWDNG

“OL Cwég oag, auThH TN OTLYPA, €lval XxTIopéveG MAvw o Babld BeuéAla - LoxvpPoOg
MUAWVEG ekelvwy 1oL €xouvv mponynBsl. H OpBodofia bev €xel pla popon
«mpoyovoAatplac», OoAAA avayvVwPICOLPE TOUGC MVELVHATIKOOC KOL OWHATLKOOG
MPOYOVOULC HOC WC aVATIOOTIOOTO KOUUATL TOU TOLoL Kall TL E{UOOTE.

N’ avtd to KAnplkoAaiké ZuvEdplo OTO OTol0 CULUMUETEXETE elval €vacg TOMOG
aVOVEWONG - €VOC XWPOC OTIOL UMOPE(TE VA KAAALEPYHOETE KOL VA AVOVEWCETE TNV
nvevpaTtikl oog (wn péoa o€ P otabepn Bdon”.

* Ol TPELC BOOLKEC QPXEC

“Tioptdlovue TNV Ekatovtaetnpida po¢ w¢ EkkAnoia oe authv TNV €vAOYNUEvVN
XWPA UE ALTEC TIC TPELC BAOIKEC OPYEG:

KAnpovoutd - to BepéALo ndvw oto omnolo €xouvpe xTLoTEL

Avavéwaon - oL 5pacTNPLOTNTEC KAl Ol EVEPYELEC OC OTNY TIPo0CA GTLYUH.

Kat, (owg, To mo onuavtikd and OAa:

EvétnTta - n dlapkwg dltevpuvouevn aykaAld tng EkkAnolog, wg éva meplB&AAov
XWpPIC amokAelopov¢ oto omnolo 6AoL elvat evmpdodeKToL.



Ac elpaote peaAotéc. H OpBOO6oEn Mapddoon Tou XpPLOTLAVIOMOD Elvat
ouvTNPENTIKA, €WOIKA 0 OUYKPLON UE AAAEC XPLOTLAVIKEG KOWATNTEG YOPW HOGC OTNV
Apeptkn. Agv €{nooTte OUWC KaTovaykaoTikol. E{uaoTe pla oupmoveTik napddoon.
E{uaote pla mapddoaon ev Xplotw”.
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Most Honorable Delegation of the Mother Church of Constantinople:

[TT]

Your Eminence Elder-Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalcedon,

Your Eminence Metropolitan Prodromos of Rethymnon and Aviopotamos,
Your Excellency, Madam Ambassador of the Hellenic Republic,

Honorable Consul General of the Republic of Cyprus,

Conference Co-Chairs: Konstantine Quranitsas and Harry Koulos,

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
| greet all of you in the glorious Name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

This is such an exciting time for our Church in America, and when | look out on your faces -
shining with vibrant hope - | take a deep breath of gratitude for your presence here at our
Centennial Clergy-Laity Congress.

One Hundred Years! A century sounds like a long time, but many of us have known people who
have lived to be one hundred years, or at least have gotten pretty close. A "generation” is
generally thought to be between twenty and thirty years - meaning that our Sacred Archdiocese
has witnessed three to five waves of pious faithful.

Many came directly from Greece and Cyprus and other places, and many more were born on
these shores. But we certainly are not so distant from these founders of the Churches and the
parishes of the United States.

This means that the Legacy — the foundation upon which our ecclesial life has been built — is more
recent than we might have first believed. The narratives of our pioneers, who include many of
your grandparents and great-grandparents, are still accessible.

One of the great legacies of the past that we have inherited is the precious Saint Micholas Church
that was on Cedar Street - a tiny spiritual island of faith in the midst of a roiling sea of commerce
and industry. You will learn more, though, from Father Andreas later on today.



But as you may already be anticipating, this weekend we are celebrating the Consecration of the
rebuilt Mational Shrine of Saint Nicholas. This extracrdinary Ministry of our Church is not only
honoring our past, but it is also setting a new high bar for our Church's engagement on a truly
national kevel.

The Saint Micholas Greek Orthodox Church and Mational Shrine at the World Trade Center is our
statement of Faith and Citizenship for all the world to see. It is the re-incarnation (if | may use thi
phrase) of the church that was tragically lost with so many lives on 9/11. As such, it is the fullnes:
and richness of our Greek Orthodox faith - a church dedicated 1o the Wonderwarker of Myra. Bu
it is much more than this, too.

By consecrating the church on the Fourth of July = the most American of all national holidays = »
are making a deliberate statement about the place of religion in the public square, together with
our civic (as well as religious) responsibility to accept diversity in that same square.

As | have noted elsewhere, it may be an accident of history that the only House of Worship
destroyed on 9/11 was a Greek Orthodox Church. But to rebuild it is an act of Faith: faith in the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Chiist, and faith n the American way of life, which, as embodied in the
First Amendment of the Bill of Rights, allows for freedom of conscience and religion — the exact
opposite of the religious hatred that inflicted so much pain and suffering on that awful day. Sain
Micholas Shring — a modern Byzantine Church rising on Liberty Street with the same marble that
adoms the Parthenon of Athens - is a worthy successor to its venerable predecessor on Cedar
Street. And it is a bridge between the immigrant story, which is foundational to 50 many of our
Churches in America, as well as to the next One Hundred years of our Archdiocesa. It is a story
that you will tell as you live out your fives in a genuine experience of our Holy Orthodox Faith — &
faith that now spans two thousand years and has entered into its Third Millennium,

For the stories of our collective past infarm our present and pave the way for our future. This
Conference plainky demonstrates this. Just look at all the topics for consideration in the sessions
that you will engage in later this afterncon. They are reflective of your activities and energies in
the present moment.

¥ou have a choice of many sessions that include the situation in Ukraine. For example, you will se
how the granting of the Tomos of Autocephaly to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine by our
Ecumenical Patriarchate has affected the country's future, The current and cruel conditions in
Ukraine are in the news every day, but the underlying history and the involvement of the Church
of Constantinople go back over one thousand years. These issues cannot be understood in the
present without reference to the past. The same goes for what has happened to our precious
Hagia Sophia, which we shall commemorate again on the 24th of July = the day of its seizure =
and for the future of Halki Seminary, still struggling to reopen.

There are many other topics as well, including the history and structure of the Greek Orthodox
Church in America, its vital relationship to the Ecumenical Patriarch, and how we, as Greek
Crthodox Christians, relate to other Orthodox Churches, and to the public sphere at lange as
People of Faith.



There will even be sessions that focus on wellness and mental health, as well as current affairs that
relate to Greece and Cyprus around the Eastern Mediterranean.

But in all these conversations, | would like to encourage you to use your critical thinking to
advance your faith. This is a bit of a reversal of the usual theological proposition: fides quaerens
intellectum, “faith seeking understanding.” The ancient formula means that we believe first and
then use our faith to explore the rational basis for our beliefs. Of course, this was the method in
the age before the explosion of empirical investigation.

It was certainly a good enough intention in the centuries before the kind of technological
sophistication and scientific knowledge that we possess today. But | think we have to build on the
foundations of our Church, rather than merely, and sometimes, repetitively, dig into them.

All of you here represent the most educated and sophisticated generation the Church has ever
seen. And we cannot ask you to abandon the experience of your leaming and training in the
things of this world.

Rather, we invite you to use your competencies in the service of the Faith — not by setting Heaven
and Earth in opposition to each other, but rather learning to transform the mundane into the
celestial.

And this is done first and foremost by embracing the spiritual reality of God's love for each and
every one of His creations. Every person, no matter who they are, or what they have done - for
better or for worse — is worthy of God's love. And if they are worthy of God's love, then they are
worthy of our love, too.

However, this does not mean that the Church accepts the consequences of every action. But it
does mean that the Church will never reject anyone on the basis of their personhood.

Your lives, at this very moment, are built upon deep foundations — powerful pillars of those who
have gone before you, Orthodoxy does not have a form of "ancestor worship,” but we do
acknowledge our spiritual and physical forebears as integral to who and what we are.

That is why this Clergy-Laity Congress that you are participating in is a place of renewal — a place
where you can cultivate and refresh your spiritual life in the midst of a firm foundation.

And the purpose for this Renewal is designed for you to become more conscigusly engaged,
By being here at this Conference, you have already declared your commitment to being engaged.
Engaged in your Church! Engaged in your Community! Engaged in your Life!

And that is why we are observing our Centennial as a Church in this blessed Country with these
three basic principles:

Legacy — the foundation upon which we are built;
Renewal — our activities and energies in the present moment;



And that is why we are observing our Centennial as a Church in this blessed Country with these
three basic principles:

Legacy = the foundation upon which we are built;
Renewal - our activities and energies in the present moment;
And, perhaps, most important of alk:

Unity — the ever-expanding embrace of the Church, as an inclusive environment in which all are
welcome.,

Let us be realistic. Our Orthodox Tradition of Christianity is a8 conservative one, especially
compared to other Christian communities around us in America.

But we are not a coercive one.
We are a creative tradition.

We are a compassionate tradition.
We are a Christ-like tradition.

If the next one hundred years of our Church in America are going to be as fruitful as the first one
hundred, then the same energy that built the wondrous edifices and institutions we hold so dear
today must be applied to building up the Body of Christ.

We need to have critical thinking in an Orthodox Christian context.

We need moral decision-making that is supported by the Church community;

And we want you to be engaged in your Church, and to be mentored by your Church.
Together, we are building a ministry for the future — the ministry to give us a future!

And so, please allow me to close by saying that forming the spirit and intention of disciples in
every comer of our Church is the ultimate goal. For to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christis a
life-leng commitment to be a pupil of the Lord, in His great and marvelous School of Creation.

Everything you have experienced in your lives is part of that School. But like a language that you
have yet to learn, how you interpret all of the experiences of your lives is yet to be revealed.

This YAl Conference is one step in the right direction of leaming that the language of love,
compassion, mercy and forgiveness translates and transforms our experiences of everyday life
into the Kingdom of Heaven. As the Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray:

“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in Heaven."1

When we are aligned with His will, what we do on earth produces the transformational energy to
make this earth more heaven-like,



This YAL Conference is one step in the right direction of leaming that the language of love,
compassion, mercy and forgiveness translates and transforms our experiences of everyday life
into the Kingdom of Heaven. As the Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray:

“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in Heaven."1

When we are aligned with His will, what we do on earth produces the transformational energy to
make this earth more heaven-like.

| would like to thank all of you for coming together in the spirit of Christ for this Conference. You
give us all hope for the Church, because you are the best of the past; you are engaged in the
present; and you are helping to prepare for the future.

And for this, the next one hundred years look brighter already!

* E K

As a way of recognizing all of your commitments, | would now like to call the Co-Chairs of this
Conference, Konstantine Quranitsas and Harry Koulos, together with Andrea Holland and Kristina
Headrick, to come forward and receive a token of our appreciation for their labors as our
Centennial Honorees.

Thank you again, and may the Good Lord bless you all!

mll GCARCH / Dimitrios 5. Panagos

#clergylaity
#clergylaity2022




