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ARCHBISHOP ELPIDOPHOROS PROTESTS TO

SECRETARY OF STATE ABOUT KOSOVO BAN ON

SERBIAN PATRIARCH
g |

In his capacity as Chairman of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the
United States, Archbishop Elpidophoros of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America sent a letter to the U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken regarding the
ban on His Holiness Patriarch Porfirije of the Serbian Church entering Kosovo.

The Pristina authorities announced the ban last week, on the eve of the Serbian
primate’s planned pastoral visit. His Holiness was then physically stopped at the
border and turned away.

As OrthoChristian reported last week, two Serbian hierarchs in America sent letters
of protest to local and state officials: His Grace Bishop Longin of New Gracanica
and Midwestern America wrote to Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) and His Grace Bishop
Irinej of Eastern America wrote to Sec. of State Blinken.

And according to another report from the Serbian Eastern American Diocese, Abp.
Elpidophoros also contacted Blinken, representing the Assembly of Canonical



Bishops.
The diocese writes:

On December 29, 2022, the Chairman of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the United States, His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America sent a letter to the United States Secretary of
State Antony Blinken regarding the ban on entry into Kosovo and Metohija to His
Holiness Patriarch Porfirije of the Serbian Orthodox Church.

In his letter, His Eminence expressed solidarity and sincere concerns brought to his
attention by the hierarchs of the Serbian Orthodox Church in North, Central, and
South America with regard to the current situation developing in Kosovo and
Metohija. In particular, His Eminence drew Secretary Blinken’s attention to the
denial of entry to Kosovo of His Holiness Patriarch Porfirije of the Serbian Orthodox
Church on December 26, 2022. Patriarch Porfirije was, thereby, unable to be with
the Serbian Orthodox faithful in Kosovo and Metohija in the days leading up to
Christ’s Nativity.

As a result of the current situation in the region, on behalf of the Assembly of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States, His Eminence called upon the
Secretary to continue facilitating peace together with human rights and religious
freedoms of the Serbian people in Kosovo and Metohija.

The letter from Archbishop Elpidophoros, together with the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of the United States, demonstrates sincere Christian love and
unity to the Serbian Patriarch, clergy, monastics, and people of Kosovo and
Metohija.

Also read Bp. Irinej’s letter to Sec. of State Blinken:



THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

ENHCKON HCTOUMHOAMEPHYEN
CPIICKRE IIPABDCAABHE LIPEBE

E. o 606

December 26, 2022

The Honorabie Anbany Blinken

Tha Secutary of Siaba

Uinitsd Starims. Diapartrnont of State

221 C Streat NW

Washingion. DC 30520

RE: RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND REGIOMAL SECURITY N LIGHT OF PRISTIMA

AUTHORITIES BAMNING PATRIARCH PORFIRIIE FROM ENTERING KOSOVO AND
ENSUING DEVELOPMENTS

Daas Mr. Secratary:

I prary that you and your Eamily, as woll as your collsagues and coworkers, hawe iruly enjoyed
jovous holiday celebrations. As swch, | write lo you on this day, when we a5 8 nation. one
which enjoys religious Ebarty by respecting the diversity of taths and peoples, colabrate
Chrisimas logether as a Hailsdary.

By stark contrast, kindly parmit ma 1o draw your allention & the ongoing persecution ol tha
Sarbian Orthosox Church in Kosovo by the Pristing suthorites. As |8 known 1o you, on
Christimas Day for most of the Christian word, Sunday, Decembar 25, 2022, His Holiness
Patriarch Porfirje of the Sedian Orhodox Church received word that he would nol e
permitied o ener Kosovo in advance of forthcoming Cheisimas celebralions.

What kind of & message was iMended o be sent 1o the Pairtarch by this prohibition, and
with whal aém in mind? As a leader of an influential Orthodox Chunch in the rgion, was e
desmed i be a threal 1o regional sscurity, such that it would override the international cause
of religious freadom? |s the Sertian Orhodox Church, with its continuous, cenburies’ okd
prasence on Kosovo, Seen as an element of destabilization?

Thereafter, on this December 28, 2022, His Holiness was physically turnad back al fhe
Mardam administrative border crossing with Kosove. According D inforrnation outiels arnd
oither sources. followsng a routing check on the Serblan sde of the administrative orossing,
Patriarch Podinje’s aulomabile was pulled over on the Kosovo side. There, following a 40-

In his own words, ihe Head of the Serblan Orthodox Church, who was enfouls 1o his
world-old sea, The Patriarchate of Pec, aplly describes the situation in which ha
found himsaif:

“hs Patrigrch, | wont o tha first and most important soat of my Chanch
As a priost, | sof out fo be with my people on the v of the most joyful holidary.
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As a oitizen, | went to my howse, o my home:

Frowm [he mormant | 58l ool on this paih, | sepesl, whbnevess | was cutsede of Kesove
and Matoh§a, | was in A foresgn couniry, | am only &l my home n Kosows and

Tesday fhe dioar of my home is locked o me, and | pray io God o ulock the hears
of those who closed theen and that the love of Chrisbmas and e birth of B Savior
towch: tha minds and consclences of all pecpia ”

Ta this conlrary, Barmcades hive sinte been antrénched in the northen aneas of Kosov.
Tension is prevalent on both sidas of the devide. Will thens be a repaal of the 2004 Pogrom,
i @ questicn which now hangs wolghtily in the air, Would thene be reprisals in e southem
regions of Kosovo, which are Sarb populaied and replete with sanciuanes., both sncenl and
conlemporany !

The United States of Amaerica can prevenl such poleniial bloodshed and wholesale
desiruction, as it did decisivaly in 2004. The siuation i ienuous, and rming s ctical Most

sanior mambers of the diplomalic corps are on break and absent, crealing a vacuum in
which exdrermEsm can Lake its own agic courss.

Imymnmumwu this mmost wrgend mailter.
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