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To His All Holiness, Bartholomew,
Archbishop of Constantinople, - New Rome
And Ecumenical Patriarch

Your All Holiness,

| greet you with frawernal love in Christ and address you regarding the following lssue
First of all, we would like to once again express our deep heartache caused by the
Russia-Ukrine war, which is mking the lives of soldiers who defend their homeland
and the lives of thousands of innocent people. Wee have gone through these processes
and we understand the severity of the siruation there.

Apart from the aforementioned, we are concerned about the carrent dreumstances in
the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

It is also clear to us that the Government of Ukraine, being ax war, has its own position
towards it, and does oot consider religious depth. That is why [ am addressing you,
Your Holiness.

As it is known, the largest part of the priests, clergy and parishioners of the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine exhibited loyaley to their country in this war, and thefr unanimity
s well led them 1o the strength of Ukrine,

Of course, there would have been those holding a different position; howewver, this does.
not change the overall picrure,



The fact that, eccording to the synodal decision, His Beatitude Onufriy separated from
the Russian Church and also took some steps for negotiations is extremely important.
It is also impormant that the commitment of this Church t any of the scclesiastical
issues ks conditioned by the observance of the spiritual way of life, which has been
recognized for centuries, and does not necessarily mean unconditional obedience w
another Church,

Hitherto, Metropalitam Onufriy is deprived of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra, there are
problems with other churches and monasteries, which are under his jurisdiction, a5
well. It is a fact that the Orthodox Church of Ukraine has found irself in a very difficult
situation from many sides.

Your All Holiness, everyone remembers numerous steps you have mken with the
mission of peace and therefore we presume that in this case alse, if it is possible, you
might help sade the tension, which, in our opinion, implies the crestion of conditions
for pesceful coexistence at the first stage, and then, a peacefal move wwards mutual
rapprochement.

Au present. the Orthodox world faces 8 number of serious challenges and every posithve
step against this background will be of great valus,

I would like to end this letver with the waords of Saint Paul the Apostle: “Make every
effort 1 keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Eph. 4.3)

May God grant peace 1o Ukraine and to the entire world,

With love in Christ and respest, f‘ dmﬂf

Cathalicos-Patriarch of All Georgis,
Archbishop of Mtskheta and Thilisi
And Metropalitan of Bitchvinta and Tskhum-Apkhazeti
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