
19/04/2023

THE VIGIL OF THE RESURRECTION AT THE 
PATRIARCHATE

Early on Sunday morning at 01.00, 3rd/ 16th April 2023, the Service of the 
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, the feast of Pascha, was celebrated at the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre.

On this feast the Church commemorates that the incarnate Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
was crucified, died in the flesh and was risen from the dead as God-man, granting 
to His believers eternal life and the resurrection from the dead.



For this feast the Hagiotaphite Brotherhood went to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, where bells tolling, the Canon of Holy Saturday was chanted, while the 
clergy, with their Primate, His Beatitude the Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos were 
being dressed. This was followed by a litany, three times around the Holy 
Sepulchre.

Then His Beatitude read the Gospel narrative of the Resurrection according to Saint 
Mark, followed by Christ is risen and the rest of the service of the Resurrection, 
with the Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom.

The Service was officiated by His Beatitude our Father and Patriarch of Jerusalem 
Theophilos, with the co-celebration of their Eminences, the Metropolitan Isychios of 
Kapitolias, the visiting Metropolitan Makarios of Anea from the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, the Archbishops, Aristarchos of Constantina and Theodosios of 
Sebasteia, and Metropolitan Joachim of Helenoupolis, the Elder Kamarasis 
Archimandrite Nectarios and representatives from the Patriarchates of Moscow and 
Romania, Archimandrites Dometianos and Ioannis, many Priests from other 
Churches, Archdeacon Mark and Hierodeacons Eulogios and Dositheos.

The service was attended by a large congregation along with the Consul General of 
Greece in Jerusalem Mr Evangelos Vlioras, the Consul Mrs Christina Zacharioudaki, 
and the Ambassador of Georgia, Mr Lasha.

Before the Holy Communion, the Pascha message by His Beatitude was read (see 
link):

PASCHA 2023 MESSAGE BY HIS BEATITUDE THE PATRIARCH OF 
JERUSALEM THEOPHILOS III

At the end of the service, the Patriarchal entourage returned to the Patriarchate 
where they were given cheese and Easter eggs.
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