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Kiev Patriarchate does not exist, never existed -
Patriarch Bartholomew

Philaret Denisenko’s “Kiev Patriarchate” (KP) does not and has never existed,
Patriarch Bartholomew told a group of Ukrainian journalists in Istanbul last week.

“As for Philaret, he was restored to his episcopal dignity as former Metropolitan of
Kiev. The so-called ‘Patriarchate of Kiev’ does not exist and never existed,” the
Patriarch told the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine.

The head of the Union, Sergei Tomilenko, wrote about the meeting on his Facebook
page and published the full text of Pat. Bartholomew’s English speech.

The declaration comes against the background of Philaret Denisenko’s active
attempts to garner support for the revival of the KP, which he loudly proclaims
never ceased to exist, despite his promise to liquidate it on the morning of the
“unification council” in Kiev on December 15.

The Ukrainian Ministry of Justice has confirmed that the KP was never liquidated
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and continues to exist, at least in the eyes of the state. Moreover, the “Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church,” which united with the KP to create the so-called
“Orthodox Church of Ukraine” (OCU), was also not liquidated before the council.

Thus, there are now three schismatic bodies in Ukraine, rather than the two that
existed before the “unification council.”

A Dbattle has begun between Philaret Denisenko, the “Patriarch” of the KP,
considered the “Honorary Patriarch” of the OCU, and the primate of the OCU
“Metropolitan” Epiphany Dumenko, that only further delegitimizes the OCU in the
eyes of the Orthodox world and threatens to tear apart Pat. Bartholomew’s
personal creation.

While the Orthodox world has never recognized the legitimacy of the KP, it does not
deny its existence.

Moreover, in the same speech, Pat. Bartholomew himself speaks of the separation
of Ukrainian Orthodoxy into “three separate entities,” and states that “This reality,
the existence of two schismatic groups, was a real agony.”

The rest of Pat. Bartholomew’s speech is largely a reiteration of the same points he
and other Constantinople representatives have been making since the summer. He
states that the granting of autocephaly to Ukraine was a purely pastoral matter on
the part of Constantinople, to free Ukraine from the oppression of being part of the
Russian Church and to create unity within Ukraine.

The Synods, primates, and hierarchs of other Local Churches have, however, noted
that Ukrainian Orthodoxy is only less unified since Constantinople’s interference
there.

He also repeats the historical claim that the Kiev Metropolis never transferred to
the Russian Church—an assertion that only the Patriarchate of Constantinople
accepts. Further, he states that “The issue in Ukraine was timely. That is, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate did not suddenly decide to intervene,” although he had
denied numerous appeals from schismatic clergy and state authorities over the
preceding three decades, changing his mind only after the unsuccessful Crete
council in 2016.

Metropolitan Kallistos Ware, a hierarch of the Patriarchate of Constantinople, has
tied Constantinople’s interference in Ukraine to Pat. Bartholomew’s disappointment
that the Russian Church did not participate in the Crete Council.



Pat. Bartholomew further states: “As we have maintained, there are no more
schismatics in Ukraine because they have been restored to communion with the
One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church.” However, to date, the OCU is in
communion only with the Patriarchate of Constantinople, not with the Orthodox
Church as a whole. They have been explicitly rejected as schismatics by several
Local Churches.

Message of H.AH. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to
The National Union Journalists of Ukraine

Constantinople, May 31, 2019

Distinguished Joumalists of the National Union of Joumnalists of
Ukraineg,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is our great pleasure and honor to welcome you today al the Center
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Asyou all know, our Mother Church of
Constantinople has always expressed a deep concemn regarding the
religious situation of the Ukrainian people, Thus, the recent granting of
Autocephaly 1o the Orthodox Church of Ukraine had nothing to do with
politics and geopolitics. It was before all a pastoral concern for justice,
for spiritual justice. For decades, if not centuries, Ukraine was not able
to enjoy complete freedom from external influences, especially from
the Russian State. The recent division of the body of the Orthodox
Church in Ukraine into three separate entities was a deep wound for the
communion of the emire Orthodox Christion world. There is no
freedom in division, because freedom is identical to unity.

We are sure that the granting of Autocephaly will ultimately help with
the question of unity. Until recently, mostof the Ukrinian people were
outside of the Orhodox Church. This reality, the existence of two
schismatic groups, was a real agony, Recall the words of St Paul: “if
one member suffers, all suffer together.” (1 Corinthians 12:26)

In order to address the schism and promote unity among the Orthodox
in Ukraine, the Ecumenical Patriarchate, as the Mother Church of the
Ukrainian People, gladly responded to the numerous petitions of
Presidents, civil authorities, and the faithful of the country, with the
decision to finally grant the much-desired Autmephaly: And let us mr."
forget that similar requests for “complete canonical independence,

namely the Autocephaly of the Ukrainian Orihodox Church, had
already been addressed by the Bishops of Ukraine to the late Patriarch
of Moscow, Alexis 11, in Movember of 1991,
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