09/06/2023

Frs. O’Rourke and Mercado to Lead HCHC’s
Office of Student Life

Rev. Fr. Patrick O'Rourke and Very Rev. Archimandrite Bartholomew Mercado have
been appointed Dean of Students and Associate Dean of Students, respectively, by
HCHC President George M. Cantonis with the blessing of His Eminence Archbishop
Elpidophoros of America, Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Deans of Students
play vitally important roles in the life of Hellenic College Holy Cross. They are
essential to the fulfillment of the institution’s mission, not only by ensuring the
quality of campus life for all students in both schools, but also by overseeing
priestly and spiritual formation and services in Holy Cross Chapel.

Fr. O'Rourke has served as Chief of Staff to President Cantonis since August 2022.
Ordained to the Holy Priesthood in 2016, Fr. O’'Rourke served at Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church in New Rochelle, NY, Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church in
Ogden, UT, and Holy Trinity/Prophet Elias in Salt Lake City. Fr. O’'Rourke received
his Master of Divinity degree magna cum laude from Holy Cross in 2016. He has
also created graphic art for HCHC and for other Orthodox publications, both print
and digital. In his new role as Dean, Fr. O'Rourke will continue to oversee all of
HCHC's social media except for the Maliotis Cultural Center. Fr. O’'Rourke is married
to the former Jessica Tindle, a 2014 graduate of Hellenic College. The O’'Rourkes



are blessed with two young sons, Lucas and Jacob.

Fr. Mercado has served as Chaplain in the Office of Student Life and instructor of
Canon Law at Holy Cross since August 2022. He graduated from Hellenic College in
2012 with a BA in Religious Studies and went on to Holy Cross, where he earned
two degrees: the Master of Divinity and the Master of Theology. He then embarked
on his doctoral studies in the field of Canon Law at the Pontifical Oriental Institute
in Rome. Ordained to the Holy Diaconate in 2017, he returned to the United States
in 2020 and served as the Registrar of the Metropolis of New Jersey until 2021,
when His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America appointed him as an
archivist of the Archdiocese. His Eminence ordained Fr. Mercado to the Holy
Priesthood in December 2021 and soon after appointed him Director of the GOA
Department of Archives, a position he held while also serving as Proistamenos of
the St. George and St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in Harlem, NY. Fr.
Mercado will continue as HCHC's Chaplain after becoming Associate Dean of
Students.

Frs. O’'Rourke and Mercado will assume their new positions on June 12, 2023.
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