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OlKoLMEVIKOG MaTpLapyns: H Op0660En
XPLOTLAVIKA evoTNTA £XEL TANYWOEL BaOLa anod
T™NV £10foAl oTnV OuKpavia

Matplapyeia / Otkovpevikd Matplapysio
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Tnv £vapin TWV gpyaciwv Touv [Maykéouiov ZuvppouvAiov
EKKAnowv otn lMevedn kKApuie oRpepa Tetaptn 21 louviov

2023 o O1KOVMEVIKOC MaTpLapyns K.k BapBoAopaiog.

O Mpoka®npevog TNG 0pPB06oEiag oto PAvVLUE TOL AVAPEPONKE Yo GAAN pLa
@opd otov mMOAeuo mov dleEdyel N Pwoia otnv Oukpavia svw kKavtnploose Kol TN
otdon Ttouv Matpuapxeiov Mooyxag. Tovioe OTL ylveETOL ML UMEPLAALOTLKNA
ekoTpateia vmoypappiCovtag 6TL mpémnel va 600l TEAOC oTNV AoKOomN Kot aAdyLOTN
noAttikonoinon tn¢ EKkkAnoiag otn Pwoiag.

ZnuewwveTal 0tL To0 Maykoouio ZupBoVAlo EkkAnowwv (World Council of
Churches - WCC
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) ovvedplalel and TIC 21 €wg TG 27 lovviov otn levevn. ®Etog elvat n 75n
ouvvedpiaaon Tov.

Anoondopatra amdé TNV OMHIAia TOLU Oikovpevikod Matpidpxn oToO
MNayk6ouio ZUHBOVALO EKKANOCLWVY

..[Ma @AAn ula popd, oLYKEVTPWVYOUAOTE WG Maykoouto ZuuPBovAto EKKANoWv ya
va emblwéovue Kat va emolWEOVUE vepya TNV €vOTNTA UAC OTOV XPLOTO - OTO
HLAAG, 0TNY Kapbld, 0TO MVEDUA KAL OTNV MPAKTIKA MPAYUATIKOTNTA. 2 QUTOV TOV
Kéouo, omov n bialpeon OMEPVETAL KABNUEPLVA OTNV QVBPWILVN OLKOYEVELA, TO
KaBnkov uacg givat akoun mo enslyov.

To OikovuevikO Matprapyxsio aykaAialel ue ayamnn Kot ogBaocud 6Aov¢ 600LG
aywvifovtal yia autév TOV moALMOONTO OTOYO -amd KABe MAevpd Kal Ka&Be
MapPAyovTa TWV EKKANOLAOTIKWY LVMOOETEWV- Kal ouvex(CeL TNV QMOCTOAN TOU va
MPOOeYy(Oel OAEC TIC XPLOTIAVIKEG KOLVOTNTEC, va BPOVUE TO KOO £€6a@OoC mov Uac
EMTPEMEL VA AVAKAAVWOUUE TNV €VOTNTA MAC OTOV XPLOTO - TNV €vOTNTA YL& THY
onola mpoogevxNOnKe, Kat n ormola givat N TeEALKH Hag poipa og Avtov.

H EkkAnoia tnc KwvotavTivoOmoAncg ovuuspiletal enionc t™n xapd tn¢ 75n¢
enetelov and tnv (6pvon tov Maykéouiov ZvuBouvAiov EKKANOIWY, w¢ £va amnod
TQ 6puTIKAd MEAN Tou. H Ayia MeydaAn Touv Xpiotod EKkAnoia ©6¢v
VMTEQPNPAVEVETAL ALYOTEPO Yl TOV EUMVEVOUEVO POAO mov Enatée n neplpnun
20vobLK) EykOKkALo¢ Tov 1920 WG «OLVTAYUATIKOC xaptncg» Tn¢ bladbikaolag mov
obniynos otnv (6pvon tov ZvuPBouvAiov TO 1948. lpwv amd vav aiwva, avthn n
EykOkALOC mpopnTIka eneoNUave —UETAED AAAWV— TOUC KLWEUVOUC TMOL UMOPOLY «
va €mteBovy ota bla ta BcuéAta TNG XPLOTIAVIKAC M(OTNG Kat otnv ovola Tng
XpLoTiavikng Cwng Kat Kowwviag », Onw¢ 0 MOAEUOC, TTOU PEPVEL OTO PWC « MOAAQ
avovyled oountuata otn {wh TWY XPLOTIAVIKWY AQWV , “Kat oLXYVA AMOKAAUMTEL
Eva  “uEYAAn EAAswyn oeBacuol akOuUn Kat Yyl TIC OTOLXELWOEL QPXEC TNC
blkatoovvng Kat tng etAavlpwmiag ».

Mpdayuatt, n OpB6oéEn XploTiavikn evoTnNTA £XEL TANYWOE(! Babid and tnv £L0BoAn
otnv Ouvkpavia ané tn Pwolkn Opoomovdia tov dscfpovdpio tov 2022. Avth n
Babia nAnyn, mov éxet eEanAwdel otnv Maykdoouta Opbodboéia, bev €xel Bpel akoun
Eva «Bdaroauo tn¢ NaAadd» KATeLVAOTE TOV MOVO, TNV QAMWAELX KAl TNV KLVIKN
MOALTIKN mov €xeL emPBANBel otnv OpBoboén EkkAnaolia.

Exkppalouvue Ttnv evyvwuoovvn ua¢ oto Maykoouio ZuvpuPoVAio EKKAnoiwv
mov otnpiCet t™n Anuokpatia Tnc OULKPAVIAC Kal TOU E€VLOEROUC Kal €VLYEVOUC
OUKPQAVLKOU AaoU. AKOUN Kal TWPA, N EKKANOLAOTIKN nmapovola Tou lNatplapxeiov
Mdéoxac otnv Ouvkpavia avalntd TPOMOUC va AMooaPNVIOTEl and TNV EMTIOEUEVN
Kpatikri EkkAnola vnd tov Matpiapyn KoptAdo. Néue «Kpatikri» EkkAnoia, ytati n
anddelén BplokeTal otnv vbvypauulan, oxt otnv avtoemBeBaiwon. Avth n oésla



Kat obdvvnpn MPAYUATIKOTNTA EXEL 10N MPOKAAEDEL yeveaAoyikn BAGBN oTto UEAAOV
ToU 0PBO660&ov XpioTiaviouoL ota EAaBika ESaen. OAot nmpoosvxouaoTte yla
gt ypriyopn kKat Oikatn KatdAnén autri¢ TNG MEPLTTC IUMEPLAALOTIKAC
EKOTPATE(AC Kal yla €va TEAOC OTNV AOKOMN Kal aAOylLotn moAttikormoinon tng
ExkkAnoilac otn Pwoia. Agv umopoUuE Kat &V MPEMEL va EMITPEWOVUE va YIVEL O
Kavovacg o onAloudG TNG XPLOTLAVIKAC MAC TOTNC.

...0OL oplouol Kat ot ovupwviec Ba eivat dxpnotec dv n «opbomnpa&ia» uag bev
ovvabel ue tnv «Opboboéia» uac.

Tt xpnotuevel yta Kowrj 6ridwan yta tnv €Lprivn €av embLWKOVUE TOV MOAEUO; Elbika
OTOV TEXVOAOYLKA KUPLAPXOUUEVO KOOUO pMag, Omov n Aegyduevn «Texvntn
Nonuoovvn» umopel va HunOBel tnv TEXVN TWv Olaknpvéewv uag, xpelal0UaoTE,
aKOUN MEPLOOOTEPO, VA PAVEPWOOULE QLTS mov &ine o Koptog 1600 Eskdbapa o€
dAAo onueio oto EvayyéAto Touv lwavvn:

....EMouévwe, KaBWe mpooBAEnovuse oTa Epya Tov @goU mov elvat n KARON UAC WG
XpLoTiavoi, a¢ beoucvBolue ek VEov O€ Ula aAnBwvad avibloTeAn Kat evavvaiobntn
ayamnn o €vac yla Tov GAAOV Kal TA OKTW OLOEKATOUMUPLA ouvavBpwWMouC Uag - O
kaBcvac akloc kat aélo¢ NG ayamnnc uac.

AwapBaocte emiong: Ot Evpwnaikéc XploTiavikéc EKkKAnoiec {ntoiv HETpPa

Y@ TNV KALMOTIKAR OAAQYH, TO METAVOOTEULTIKO, TOV EOVIKIOMO, TA

aVOPWTIIVA SIKALWHATA KAL TOV TIOAEMO

Alafaote oA6KAnpn TNV ouiAia Tov OlkovuevikoD Matpiapyn BapBoAouaiov

o\lme ) .
£ L% World Council ZENIaICORIeE
of Churches Geneva, Switzerand

Document No. PRAY 02

EN

Original
Opening Prayer Sermon
Wednesday, 21 June 2023
Homily of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Chuist,
Once again, we gather as the World Council of Churches to pursue and actively seek our unity i Chaist -

in mind, in heart, in spiit, and in practical reality. In this world, where division is sown daily in the human
tamily, our task is all the more urgent.

The Ecumenical Patnarchate embraces with love and respect all who stove toward this I(mgprl-fn[ gr‘):!l -
from every side and every actor in ecclesial affairs—and contimies its mission to reach out across all Chuistian
communities, to find the common ground that allows us to discover our wmty in Christ — the nnity that He
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Truly, truly I say to you: vou seek Me, not becanse you saw signs, but because vou ate of the loaves and were
satisfied.'

Churist's challenge to them was to elevate their minds and hearts — to seek after something more significant
than what this world can give. And the people took the bait, as they say. They asked Him:

T? nociuev I va Egyaltueta @ €2 gya rod Ocod;
What must we do to work the works of God?®

And what does our Lord replyr To believe in Him — to believe that love 15 greater than hate, faith 15 greater
than doubt, hope 15 greater than despair, and that sacnficing vour life for the sake of others — by unalloyed
and altruistic love — is what faith in our Lord Jesus Chuist truly means. Here we come to the kemel of the
seed and the way forward for all owr church communities.

If we are serious about owr ecumenical endeavour, and if we genuinely believe that our Lord Jesus Chust 1s
the “Bread of God" that can sustain and nurture this world in every way, then we must “wortk the works of
God"” with renewed and enlightened diligence.

Defimtions and agreements will be useless if our “orthopraxy™ does not conform with our “orthodoxy.”

What use 15 a joint statement on peace if we are pursuing war? Especially in o technologically dominated
woitld, where so-called “ Artificial Intelligence” can mimic the artfulness of our declarations, we need, all the
mote, to manifest what the Lord so plainly said in another place in the Gospel of John:

Ev rodre pricovia mivieg 00 1t Euol] paByral Eove, £ v apdrgy £ yrre £v aldflon
By this, will all people know that you age My Disciples if vou have love for one another.” 4
My dear and respected Sisters and Brothers in the Lord,

As you all know, to be a disciple of our Lord Chuist is to be His follower, His pupil, His apprentice, and a
member of His Body, the Chuich. We all may have different perceptions about what, where, and how the
Church is constituted, but there can be no doubt about the sign of a tme disciple.

Ounly love for each other, and our love for an unloved world mamifests owr worthiness to bear the name
“Christian.”

If we are judged on anything on that Final Da}', it will not be because we subscribed to this declaration or
that affirmation. It will be whether we have m any way followed the Master on the path of love,

Therefore, az we look to the works of God that are our vocation as Chustians, let us recommit to a tly
unselfish and empathetic love for one another and our eight billion fellow human beings — each worthy and
deserving of our love.

It is the nltimate ecumenical expression, becanse without such love, our inter-Christian witness will never
be taken seriously by the wotld or, pethaps, even by our own communities. The results of love are not to
be denied. They either impact what we do or they do not. And if thev do not, how can we say we are Churist’s
disciples’

We ask this question without rhetoncal intention. In its final verse, our Gospel reading today speaks of
eternal life and the resurection. These are the long-awaited goals, the final destiny of the human family. But

! lohn 6:26.
* John 6:28.
3 John 13:35.
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the journey to these is a daily living of the outh of the Gospel And that truth cannot be hidden by any
artifice of man.

Brothers and Sisters,
Let us pray that our meeting — our words to one another and our actions with one another — bear the
hallmark of the love with which our Lord Jesus Churist loved us. Let this love be the “work” — m £gpov — the

chief and principal labour of all our cooperative efforts.

After two thousand long, complex, and complicated years, the Churches cannot lude from the world. And
after seventy-five buief years, neither can the World Council of Churches,

We have already received so mmch — even grace upon grace. We have been nounshed and strengthened by
the Bread of Heaven, Who feeds us as we ate able to receive,

Now, let us manifest the strength of our hearts that the Bread of God grants us by mercy and grace.*

And let our strength be the power of love! To the glory of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spiit — to Whom
be all honour and praise, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.

Amen!

* Cf. Psalm 104:15 (LXX, 103:15).
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