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Tips and Strategies for Increasing Enroliment in
our Greek Afternoon School Language Programs
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Greek Afternoon School language programs offered by our parishes are invaluable
for preserving Greek language and culture among younger generations. However,
attracting and retaining students in these programs can be a challenge. Below are
some effective tips and strategies to increase enrollment in our Greek Afternoon
School programs.

Develop a Comprehensive Marketing Plan:

Create a comprehensive marketing plan that outlines specific goals, target
audience, and strategies to promote the Greek Afternoon School programs. Utilize
various channels such as church newsletters, bulletin boards, social media
platforms, and church websites to advertise the programs and reach out to the
community effectively.

Engage Church Leadership and Clergy:

Seek support from church leadership and clergy in promoting the importance of
Greek language education and the Greek Afternoon School programs. Encourage
them to endorse and actively participate in events, emphasizing the cultural and
spiritual significance of preserving the Greek heritage.

Collaborate with Church Organizations and Ministries:

Collaborate with other church organizations and ministries, such as GOYA, Ladies
Philoptochos, or cultural committees, to create synergistic efforts in promoting the
Greek Afternoon School programs. Coordinate joint events, workshops, or cultural
festivals to engage families and showcase the programs.

Establish Relationships with Parents:

Emphasize the value of Greek language education to parents and highlight the
benefits for their children’s academic, cultural, and personal development.
Organize parent information sessions, where they can learn about the curriculum,



teaching methods, and outcomes of the programs. Encourage parental involvement
and create opportunities for parents to participate actively in their children’s
language learning journey.

Leverage Community Connections:

Tap into the Greek community network by reaching out to Greek -cultural
organizations, local businesses, and media outlets. Request their support in
promoting your Greek Afternoon School program through sponsorship, event
collaborations, or media coverage. Engaging the wider Greek community enhances
program visibility and attracts more prospective students.

Offer Incentives and Scholarships:

To make the programs more accessible, consider offering incentives such as early
bird registration discounts or referral bonuses for enrolled students who bring in
new students. Additionally, establish a scholarship fund or financial assistance
program to support families with limited financial resources, ensuring that no child
is excluded due to financial constraints.

Enhance Program Quality:

Continuously improve the quality of the Greek Afternoon School programs by
updating the curriculum, integrating innovative teaching methods, and
incorporating technology. Aim for a balance between language instruction, cultural
immersion, and interactive learning experiences to make the programs engaging
and enjoyable for students.

Alumni Involvement:

Engage alumni of the Greek Afternoon School programs as ambassadors and role
models. Organize alumni reunions, invite them to speak at events, and highlight
their achievements to demonstrate the long-term impact of the programs. Alumni
involvement creates a sense of pride and showcases the program’s success in
fostering Greek language proficiency and cultural appreciation.

Celebrate Greek Culture:

Organize cultural events, celebrations, and performances that showcase Greek
traditions, music, dance, and cuisine. These events create opportunities for
students to proudly demonstrate their language skills and cultural knowledge,
attracting the interest of potential students and their families.



Increasing enrollment in our Greek Afternoon Schools requires a multifaceted
approach that involves effective marketing, community engagement, collaboration,
and program enhancement. By implementing these strategies and fostering a
sense of pride and appreciation for Greek language and culture, we can attract
more students and successfully preserve the Greek language for future generations.
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