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Dr. Anastasios Koularmanis Offers Tips on How you Can Help Keep

Your Child’s Greek Language Skills Sharp During Summer

Summer break is a time for relaxation and fun, but it's also an opportunity for
parents to help their children maintain and improve their Greek language skills.
Consistent practice during the break can prevent learning loss and ensure that
children continue to develop their language proficiency. In this article, we will
explore effective strategies that parents can employ to support their children in
practicing Greek during the summer break.

Create a Language-Rich Environment

Establish a language-rich environment at home by exposing children to Greek
language materials, such as books, magazines, and newspapers. Encourage them
to read Greek literature, engage in discussions about Greek culture, and explore
online resources in Greek. Immersion in a Greek-speaking environment fosters
continuous language exposure and encourages language practice.

Incorporate Greek Language into Daily Activities

Integrate Greek into daily activities and routines. Encourage children to label
objects around the house with their Greek names, recite Greek vocabulary during
meal preparation, or play language-based games during family gatherings. By
making Greek language use a natural part of everyday life, children will have
regular opportunities to practice and reinforce their language skills.

Encourage Bilingual Communication

Encourage children to use Greek during conversations with family members,
relatives, or Greek-speaking friends. Support and praise their efforts, even if they
make mistakes. Create opportunities for children to practice speaking Greek
through phone or video calls with relatives in Greece or participate in Greek



language events or workshops in the community.
Explore Greek Culture

Summer break offers a great opportunity to explore Greek culture and traditions.
Encourage children to engage in Greek -cultural activities, such as learning
traditional Greek dances, cooking Greek recipes, or creating crafts inspired by
Greek art. These activities not only strengthen their cultural connection but also
provide contexts for practicing the Greek language.

Use Technology and Online Resources

Utilize technology and online resources to make language practice engaging and
interactive. There are numerous Greek language learning apps, websites, and
online platforms available that offer language exercises, games, and interactive
lessons. Encourage children to explore these resources, engage in online language
communities, or watch Greek movies or cartoons with subtitles.

Plan Greek Language Activities

Create a schedule or plan Greek language activities throughout the summer break.
Set aside dedicated time each day for language practice, whether it's reading
Greek books, practicing writing skills, or engaging in language exercises. By
incorporating regular language activities into the daily routine, children will develop
a habit of practicing Greek consistently.

Organize Language Playdates

Coordinate playdates with other Greek-speaking families or children learning
Greek. This allows children to interact with peers and practice their language skills
in a social context. Encourage them to engage in conversations, play language
games, or collaborate on projects that require the use of Greek.

Be a Language Role Model

Parents can serve as language role models by demonstrating their own interest in
learning and practicing Greek. Engage in conversations, read Greek materials, and
show enthusiasm for Greek culture. Children are more likely to value and prioritize
language practice when they see their parents embracing the language.

Summer break offers a valuable opportunity for children to maintain and improve
their Greek language skills. By creating a language-rich environment and
incorporating Greek into daily activities, parents can effectively support their



children in practicing Greek during the break. With consistent practice and parental
guidance, children can continue to develop their language proficiency and
strengthen their connection to their Greek heritage.
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