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The Cathedral School: Preserving Hellenism and
Academic Excellence

Dr. Anastasios Koularmanis, Director of the Department of Greek Education, will be
releasing a series of articles that center on Greek Education, with a particular
emphasis on spotlighting several Day-Schools.

The Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, located in New York City, stands as
the seat of the Archbishop of America and serves as a symbol of Greek Orthodoxy
in the Western Hemisphere. Founded in 1892, the Holy Trinity parish has a rich
history, with the Cathedral being the second Greek Orthodox Church established in
the Americas and the first in New York City. Alongside its religious significance, the
Cathedral has played a crucial role in promoting Greek education through the
establishment of the Cathedral School in 1949. The school aims to instill an
appreciation for the Greek language, culture, and history among its diverse student
population, while also providing a strong academic foundation for future education.

The Holy Trinity parish initially rented a portion of an Evangelical church in 1891 as
its first home. However, in 1904, the parish purchased a permanent church



building, marking a significant milestone in its growth. Tragedy struck in 1927
when the church building was destroyed by fire, but the resilient community rallied
together to construct a new church. In 1933, the magnificent Cathedral of all of
Hellenism in America was completed, becoming a beacon of Greek Orthodoxy.

In 1949, the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity took a bold step by establishing the
Cathedral School. The primary purpose was to cater to Greek families in the New
York City area, providing their children with an education that would foster a deep
appreciation for Greek heritage. From its inception, the school has remained
committed to its mission, recognizing the interconnectedness of intellect and
character in the development of well-rounded individuals.

Academic Excellence and Cultural Immersion: Situated on 319 E 74th Street, the
Cathedral School has stood the test of time, offering a comprehensive education to
approximately 163 students from Nursery to eighth grade. While covering the
standard subjects of Math, English, History, Science, and Social Studies, the school
goes beyond the ordinary by incorporating Greek mythology into the curriculum
from Kindergarten to 4th Grade. Furthermore, students in 7th and 8th Grade have
the opportunity to study Ancient Greek, deepening their connection to the rich
linguistic and cultural heritage of Greece.

While the Cathedral School was originally established to serve Greek families, it has
evolved into an educational institution that embraces diversity. Today, only half of
the student population consists of second, third, and even fourth-generation Greek
Americans. This diversity reflects the school’s broader mission of promoting
Hellenism as a model that nurtures creativity and academic excellence among its
graduates.

For over 75 years, the Cathedral School has upheld its commitment to “excellence
through the classics.” The school remains open to this day, striving to prepare its
students for future educational pursuits beyond the 8th grade. Equipped with a
strong academic foundation and a deep appreciation for Hellenism, graduates of
the Cathedral School carry with them more than just books—they carry the values
and cultural heritage that will guide them throughout their lives.

The Cathedral School, an integral part of the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity, continues to be a cornerstone of Greek education in the United States. By
nurturing a love for Greek language, culture, and history, while providing a strong
academic foundation, the school prepares its diverse student body for a bright
future. Through its dedication to excellence and Hellenism, the Cathedral School
leaves an indelible mark on the lives of its students, fostering a lifelong connection



to their Greek heritage.
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