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JERUSALEM, October 7, 2003

The Moly Land, a place sacred 1o cowntless millions around the world, is curnently mired in
viclence and sulfering due to the profonged political conflict and the lamentable sbsence of
Justhce and respect for human rights. We, the Patrisrchs and Hesds of Churches in berusalem,
hae time and again appealed for the importance of respecting the historic and legal Status Quo
of the holy ihrines, In theds brying tmes, we comi logether 1o rale aur voioes in urdty, echoing
the divine message of peace and love for all humanity.

As custodisns of the Chiristian faith, deeply rooted in the Holy Land, we stand in solidarity with
the people of this region, who ane enduring the quences of continued strife,
Our faith, mnummwmmumhmmm compels us 1o sdvocate for the
cessation of all volent and military activities that bring harm to both Palestinian and krasli
Creilians.

We unequivecally condemn any acts Lhat target chvillans, regardiess of their nationality,
eibnicity, or faith. Such actons go againgt the fundamental principles of humanity and the
teachings of Christ, who implored ws 1o “love your neighbor as yoursalt™ (Mark 12:31).

It is pisr fervent hope and prayer that all paies wwohwed will heed this call for an immediate
oessation of violence, We implore political lesders and authorities to engage in sincere duslogiee,
serking lasting scdutions that promote justice, peace, and reconciliation for the poople of this
larsd, whe hiree endured the burdens of canflict for Tas 100 long.

In our capacity a5 spiritual leaders, we extend our hands to all those who suffer, and we pray that
the &lmighty may gramt comdort to the afflicted, sbrength to the weary, and witdom to those in
positions of authority, We call upon the imternational community to redouble its eforts to
midiste & just and lasting peace in the Holy Land, based on egual rights for all and on
Intemnanonal legitimacy.

Let us remember the words of the Apcstie Paul: “For God & not a God of disorder but of pesce™
[1 Corinthians 14:33). In the spirit of this divine message, we implore all to work tirelessly
towards an end ta violence and the establishment of a just and lasting peace that will allow the
Holy Land to be a beacan of hopae, faith, and love for all

May the grace of owr Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
b with ws &l during these challenging times,

~The Patriarchs and Hesds of the Chisches in Jenssalem
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