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The establishment of a new community on the

islands of Lewis and Harris

A Report on the Establishment of the Orthodox Community of St Taran on Lewis
and Harris

With the blessing and encouragement of His Eminence our Archbishop Nikitas a
new Community was established under his Omoforion, this time in the Outer
Hebrides, on the Scottish islands of Lewis and Harris.

Officially founded on 13 May 2023, this new community is dedicated to St Taran, a
revered local Saint from the 5th century. The establishment is a testament to our
enduring faith and the commitment to spreading Orthodoxy even in the remotest
corners. A significant milestone was reached on 3 September when His Grace
Bishop Raphael of llion presided over the Divine Liturgy. He was ably assisted by
the Revd Fr Michael Harry from the Antiochian Archdiocese and the Revd Deacon



Symeon Menne of the Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain.

This marked only the second celebration of the Divine Liturgy since the
community’s inception. In a display of growing spiritual leadership and with the
blessings of His Eminence Archbishop Nikitas, His Grace Bishop Raphael ordained
Daniel Davies of Harris and Angus Maclver of Lewis as Readers before the Liturgy
commenced.

The founding of the Community of St Taran reaffirms the faith and is a poignant
reminder of the vision of the Archdiocese. The Archdiocese remain committed to
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https://www.thyateira.org.uk/news/events/the-establishment-of-a-new-community-on-the-islands-of-lewis-and-harris/

