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Holy Island Pilgrimage

On Saturday, 4th November 2023, approximately 60 to 70 congregants from four 
parishes of the Holy Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain—St Andrew the 
First-called (Edinburgh, Scotland), St Columba of Iona (Inverness, Highlands, 
Scotland), St Bega, St Mungo & St Herbert (Keswick, Cumbria), and The Mother of 
God and St Oswald (Berwick Upon Tweed, Northumbria)—embarked on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne. His Grace Bishop Raphael of Ilion 
presided over Divine Liturgy. The Very Rev. Archimandrite of the Ecumenical 
Throne Antonios Kakalis celebrated the Divine Liturgy and Deacons Symeon 
Menne, and Dr Nikita Banev served.

In a solemn and joyous moment post-liturgy, Gregory Dott was received into the 
Orthodox Church through the sacrament of Chrismation witnessed by the gathered 
faithful, who warmly welcomed Gregory to the Orthodox faith.

Following the liturgical services, the pilgrims gathered for fellowship at the island’s 
Community Hall. This gathering provided a valuable opportunity for the community 
members to engage with one another, share updates, and strengthen their bonds 



of fellowship.

The day also included a walk around the serene landscapes of Lindisfarne, allowing 
the participants to reflect and take in the tranquil beauty of the island. The group 
then departed punctually, via bus and cars, ahead of the returning tide that 
reconnects the island to the mainland.
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