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AyiolL Tomot: NMopeia mMPoc Ta XPLOTOVYEVVA ME
MPOCELYN YA TOV TEPHUATLOMO TOU TTOAEMOU OTN
FraCa - NpwToBOULALEG OTAPLENG YLA TOLG ARAYOLG

Matplapyeio / Noatplapyeio lepogoADUWY

ZTnv mposTollaocia yla TO MEYAAO Yeyovoc TnG EvavlpwnAoewcs
TOoV YIioD Kai Néyov TOU O¢f00, 6nNAadén oTOV £0PTACHUO TWV

XpLOTOVYEVVWY, O omoio¢ @EéToc &£&aITiAC TWV MOAEUIKWV
OVYKPOUOewv oTn Fala 6gv Ouuilel TimoTa oc oxéon ME AAAEC
XPOVIEC, ava@épovTal ME Kolv) Touc S8AAwon ot Apxnyoi Twv
EKkAnoiwv tnc lepovoainu.

Tou NikoAdov Zaipn

H 7n OktwPBpiov 2023 oApave TNV €VvOpPEN TWVY TIOAEUIKWY OLYKPOUOEWV METAED
T™NG Xaudg kot lopanA. Ot témnol 6mov mePNATNOE 0 XPLoTOC amd TNV NUéEpa eKelvn
Bagovtal kabnuepwd pe alpa. Alpa 0BWWY, KOBWC XALAOEC duayol €xouv
okoTwOel 6A0 auvtd TO dBldoTnua. Katl meplwoodteEpo amd €va pAvA Y VO
yloptdoovpe ot Xpiotiavol tn Mévvnon touv Xpuotol, Kat Tto pAvuua “eml yng
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ewpnvn” mov @€pvel n Ocla MEvvnon, eavtalel anpayuatonoinTto KaBWC oL dlapKeig
EKKANOELC yla KaTAmavon Tou Tupedc amd TIC XPLOTLAVIKEC €KKAnoileg, dev €xouv
eloakovotel. OL ouvykpolOoelC HalvovTal, 0 KAQLOUOC Kal 0dLPHOC Twv audywWv
ovvex(Cetal, n avBpwndTnTa Mapatneel amd HAKPLd To TPAYIKA YeEYOvOTA KO
npoonoaBel va Bpel ADCELC Yia avBpwTiloTIKA Boribela.

“Na emIKEVTPWOOVHE OTNV TIPOTELYR”

To uprvopa Twv APXNYWV TWV EKKANOwwvY €0Tldlel @ETOC oTNV Qvdykn Yyl
nePLoodTEPN TPEOCELYXN KABWC oL OoLVNBLOUEVEC KOOMLKEGC €KONAWOELC TOL
npayudatomnolo0Tay T mponyoOpeva  xpoévia,  @avtdlouv WG  HAKPLYA
npaypatikétnTta. OL ouvBNKEG TOL EmMKpaTOLY, Wlaltepa otV mePLoXy TNG
Awpldag tng MNdlog, dev eMTPEMOLY QPETOC OL KOWOTNTEG va KAVOLY OomoLadATOoTE
ekONAwoN. “OL enoxéc pog dev elval QLOLOAOYLKEG”, vmoypaupileTal oTnv Kown
dnAwon.

“Ané tnv &vapén touv moAéuov, vnnpée ula atudopatpa BAlync kat noévou. XAtabec
abwot moAl(Teg, oLUTEPIAQUBAVOUEVWY YUVALKWY KAl matdlwy, Exovy xdoet th {wn
TOUG 1 €xovv Tpavuatiotel goBapd. AKOUN mEPLOTOTEPOL avBpwrot 6pnvoly yla
TNV anWAELQ TWV OTLTIWY TOUC, TWV AYAMNUEVWY TOUC MPOoCWNnwY n to aBéBato
UEAAOV TOUC. Z€ OAN TNV MEPLOXT, AKOUN TIEQLOCOTEPOL EXOVV XAOEL TN BOVAELE TOUG
Kat avTILETWITICOVY 00BAPEC OLKOVOULKEG BVOKOA(EC”, vTioypaupiCeTal.

OL Apyxnyoi Twv EKKANOCWVY vLmeEVOLHICOUY akOun OTL mapd TIC
EMAVAAAUPBAVOMUEVEG EKKANOELG YA avOpwmioTIKA BOAOsla Kal KaTtdmavon



TOL MVPOG, 0 MOAEHOG ouveXiCeTal.

2tn O6AAwWON TOULC KAAOUC KOl TPOTPEMOLYV TOULC LEPE(C KoL TOULGC TMOTOUC v
EMKEVTPWOOUY OTNV TmpPooevyr, KaBWC KAl OTO TOLUAVTIKO KOl AELTOLPYLKO
MPOYPAUMA TNG TEPLOOOL £€TOL WOTE OAOL va BLOOOLY TO TMPAYHATIKO vONUA TwWv
XPLOTOLYEVVWV.

“Na €xouvue TN OKEWYN UAC OTOUC AOEAPOUC Kal TIC abeAQEC mov E€xouvv mAnyel amd
QUTOV TOV MOAEUO KAl HUE TLC BEPUEC EVXEC KAl MPOTEVXEC UAC VA MAPAKAAETOULE
va €ABeL n blapkric glprivn otoug ayamnnuévoug uag Ayilovg TOmouvg”, ONUELWVOLVY
Kal KaAoOv akOun OAoug TOUG XPLOTLOVOUC v GLVOPAPOULY Kol VALK& yla Tnv
avaKoOELON 60WY ABEAPWVY HAG TIOL £XOLV UTIOOTE( TIC CUVETELEG TOL TMOAEOU.

OAOKANPEN N 5HAwWoN oTNV ayyALKA YAWOO:

Patriarcus anp Heaps
+ + of THE CHURCHES IN JERUSALEM

Statement on the Celehration af Advent and Christmas in the Midst of the War
Movember 10, 2023

Each year durmng the ssoned seasons of Advent and Christmastide, our Christmn communitics
thromighot the Holy Land ke grest delight m thesr preparations for the commemoratson of the
birth of our Lord and Savior besus Chirist. In addigion 1o stiemdanse in religious services, these
celehrations have mormally imvedved participation in numerous pubdic festivities and the lage-
wcale dasplay of brightly Lt amd expensive decorstions as & means of expressing oar joy of the
approach and amival of the Feast of the Nativiiy,

Bt these are mot normal times. Sinoe the start of the War, there bas been am atmosphere of
saifness and pamn. Thousanids of mnocent civilians, inchuding women and children, have died or
sulfered sersous imjuries. Many mome grneve over the boss of their homes, ther loved ones, of the
wncertam fage of those dear 1o them. Throughout the reglon, even more have lost their work and
are sulferng from senous econonue challenges. Yot despite our repeated calls for o bumsnitarian
ceasefire ond o de-escalation of vialence, the war continses

Therefore, 'We, the Patrinrchs omd Hesds of the Chrches in Jerusalem, oall upon oar
congregaioms io sland strong with ihose focing such afllichions by s year foregoing any
unmevessarily festive activiises. We hikewise encourage our precsts aned the faithiul W fooas mone
om the spiritual meaning of Chrstmas in their pastoral activities and lsurgical celebmtions during
this period, with all the focus dinecied at holding im our thoughts par brothers and sisters affecied
by this war and ss consequences, and with fervent prayers lor & just and lasting peace For ouar
beloved Holy Land

Muorcover, during thas scason of prving, we also iavile the faithial o slvecae, pray, and
coniribale gencrously as they are able for the relied of the victims of this war and for those in dare
meed, as well as 10 encoursge others o join them in (his mission of mercy,

Im these ways, we believe, we will be standing im supy of thyse g g 1o suffer—just os
Charist did weith us in his Iscamstson, in order that sll of God s chaldren might receive the hope off
a New Jenmalem i the presemce of the Almighty, where “death shall be no more, merther
mourning, nor crymg, nor pasn, for the former things have passed away™ ( Revelation 21:4)

The Fatrianchs and Heads of the Charches in Jerusalem



NMpwTtoROVLAiEG

O0p00660&ec EKKANOieg éxouv amdé TNV MPWTN OTLYHH AMOSOKIHNACEL TOV
TOAepo ov BpiokeTal oe eEEAIEN oTn AwPida tnG Nadacg. MNapdAAnAa, evoyetl
Kal TNG meEPLOdoL Twv XPLoOTOLYEVWWY, EeKwoUV Kol AAAeC mpwToBouvAiec. O
Apxleniokono¢ ABnvwv Kat mdong EAAGOOC K.K. lEpWVLHOG KaTd Tnv mpdoeatn
ouvdvTnNon mMou E(xe ME WOPANAWODC, MEAN TWY OLKOYEVELWY TWV OMolwv &£XOLV
anaxOe(, d6eopevOnke 6Tl B Bféoel autd TO OCOoPBapd CATNUA OTn TPooEXH
ouvvedpiaon tTng Alapkol¢ lepdc Xuvddov tng EkkAnalag tng EAAGDOC.

Amné tnv mAevpd TNG N €v MoAwvia OpO660ENn EkkAnoia, katdémyv svAoylag Tou
MntpomnoAitn BapooBiac kat mdong MoAwviog K.K. ZABPa Kal og cuvepyaoia HE TO
MntpomoAlTtikd Kévtpo “EAEOZ” OL0pyavwvouy OLYKEVTPWON OWPEWY yla T
B0paTa Tou MOAéuoL atoug Ayilouvg Témoug. “Ta YpAMa TOL B CLYKEVTPWOOLY Ba
50000V oTo OpPBGdoEo Matplapyeio lepocoADPWY”, avagépel n avakolivwaon. (
Mo va del{te Tovc AoyapLaouovc natNote EAQ)

MpwToBoVA{a Yyl TN OLYKEVTPWON XPNUATWY TPOKELUEVOL aLTAE va dlaTtebBolv yLa
TNV KAALYN AVOYKWY TIANYEVTWY and Tov MOAEUO, aveEAaBe Kal 0 APXLEMIOKOTIOG
KuplaKoumOAewG K. XpLoTo@opog. >To deimvo mov dlopyavwdnke tnv Kuplakn
ot KeVTPKO Eevodoxelo oto Apdv, n avtamdkpion vnApEe ovykwnTikg. O
2eBAOULTATOC MIANOE Yyl TIC OLVETELEC TOU OLVEXLLOUEVOL TOAEUOL KOOBWG Kal
yla Tnv avdykn oTAPLEN TWYV APAXWY KoL TWY dOKLHACOUEVWVY.
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