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EMBRACING UNITY: H.B. THEOPHILOS III'S
LETTER TO H.H. KIRILL STRESSES IMPORTANCE
OF UNITY, AND EXTENDS DEVOTIONS ON HIS
HOLINESS BIRTHDAY AT THE HOLY TOMB OF
JESUS CHRIST
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His Holiness Patriarch Kirill
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia
Mloscow

RUSSIA

Yoar Hodiness, denr Brother snd Fellvw Coneslebrant in the Liord,

U ihe bappy oocasion of your birihday celebmiions, we greet vou from the Holy City of
Jerusalem, and we wish 1o exbond our warmes! frabermal best wishes 1o you It is a sadress 1o us
that we cannol join in these eclebrations in person so that we might enjoy bogether the full
expresaion of the usmity and comenunion tha: we share in the Divine Liurgy.

As you are fully weare, we face 0 most difficult ongoing situstion bere where our people are
enduring tremendous hardship and viclence, and this prevents s from being with vou. However,
we shall offer a devotions lor you al the Haly Tomb of car Lord Jesos Christ.

Even as wo do our ulmost 1o suppoct amd b0 minister o our people bere, we are committed to oar
wpiritual mission 10 wphobd the umity of the Orhodox Church and e do all in our power 1o
comribate 1o the healing of the unbappy divisions thal exists betwesn our Oribodos sisters and
broahers in Russsin snd Ukinine. We are gratelul 1o you for the encowragement in this process that
you gave after our recent annoancement in September and we fusther appreciate your suppon
echoed in the October meeeting of the representatives off Russia's religious communities. The
Fatriarchate of Jerusalem has always had a special concern for the wnity of the Church, and has
acied scross the ages when the need was calling. We shall be devosed in cur effons to contimue
this legacy and 1o uphald in every possible way the joumey of reconcilintion that we started in
Amman, wilh cire amd accommodation 1o all our fellow Onbodos primates.

May the Prirce of Posce, whase Nativity in the Haly (irobio of Beihlchem we are preparing now
to celehrate, stnemgiben yow in your primatisl minkstry, and may he bring Insting pesce and
reconciliation to our beloved Holy Land and to our Holy Ovthodox Clusrch in every part of the
warld

With fratereal love in Christ,

THEOPHILOS I
Patriarch of Jerusalem
Haly City of Jensalem

en.jerusalem-patriarchate.info
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