Address of the Very Rev. Grand Chancellor Theodoros 
at the St. George Church in Edirnekapi,
Center of the Georgian-speaking Community in Istanbul
Sunday, October 30th, 2022


Very Reverend Father Ilia,
Mr. Consul of Georgia,
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,
It is with the blessing of our Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew that I have the honor to address, for the second time, and convey to you and all the devout members of this parish the blessing of His All-Holiness, who consistently demonstrates much affection and attention to all of you.
As I mentioned during my previous visit here, it is not unintentional that this Holy Temple – now a landmark and cultural center for the wider Georgian community – has been provided for your spiritual needs. But we note that this place is also an educational center. A Georgian Sunday school functions here, thus allowing children and young adults to preserve their identity, language, culture, and faith. Caring for the new generation occupies an important place in the church. That’s why we are glad that this parish combines spirituality, culture, and education, thus becoming a unifying center of Georgians in this City.
Considering that which I just mentioned and understanding that today is the cultural day, I am most pleased that I am with you to celebrate your proud and historic culture together, also having the opportunity to participate in this event with the children of your Sunday school.
I assure you that in the multicultural and multinational City where we live as a Christian minority, our beloved Patriarch, under whose patronage we are all under, gives unceasing support to such cultural and educational events organized in various parishes and communities and follows them closely with great interest.
His care and attention towards Georgians are not limited to this City, and as you already know, His All-Holiness sends Father Ilia to other cities in the country – such as in Trabzon, Ankara, Bursa, and Izmir – to celebrate divine services in your native language.
As you may know, our Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew was recently awarded an honorary doctorate by Sukhumi State University. The official act of this award, among other words of praise, acknowledges His All-Holiness’ contributions “for defending Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well as for protecting the wholeness and unity of the Georgian Apostolic, Autocephalous Orthodox Church.” This is indeed the attitude of our Ecumenical Patriarch toward all Georgians, whom he loves, respects, cares for, and appreciates. This fondness is why our Patriarch visited Georgia so often at the invitation of the Catholicos-Patriarch Ilia of Georgia, to whom our Patriarch shows much respect and continuously prays for his health. Patriarch Ilia’s attitude towards Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is full of mutual and fraternal esteem and love.
Relatedly, we inform you that the official ceremony of this event will be held on November 23rd at our Venerable and Martyric Center at the Phanar, symbolically on the feast day of Saint George the Trophy-bearer. Afterward, His All-Holiness will visit this parish on the same day.
Therefore, once again conveying to you the paternal love and blessings of His All-Holiness, I thank you for your warm welcome and characteristic hospitality and wish God’s blessings upon each and every one of you.
Also, on the occasion of my visit here to your parish today and in light of Father Ilia’s submission of his doctoral thesis and passing the relative exams in Munich, Germany, I wish to wholeheartedly congratulate your beloved priest for completing this significant academic achievement and receiving his Doctor of Theology degree. This achievement is considerable, also considering the importance that His All-Holiness places on theological education, especially at the post-graduate level; I wish him much success in the future and express our Ecumenical Patriarchate’s hope that he will be able to share his vast knowledge with you in a very practical and easy-to-understand way. May God grant you many years and much success, dear Father!
